PPSEAWA International Day of Peace, 21st September. Activities -  2010.
What can be written about Peace which has not already been said? It is very difficult to formulate new ideas as people have been writing, painting and talking about Peace for hundreds of years .In contrast to this much has also been spoken, written and painted glorifying war.


It can be very lonely speaking up for Peace and at times we may feel that no one is listening to us. However it is imperative that we continue to do as much as we are able to promote Peace.

 Some years ago it was proposed to the International Council by PPSEAWA members that PPSEAWA, with the association’s focus on Peace, should set aside a day each year as the PPSEAWA Day of Peace.  Following much discussion the   decision was made to support the UN International Day of Peace on 21st September each year.

Following the International Day of Peace 2010 a questionnaire was circulated to member Associations and the information below has been collated from those which were returned.

Activities were diverse as are the different activities of our very varied associations. Each member association is autonomous, planning and implementing its program for IDP each year. 

National Associations which responded to Questionnaire.

Australia, Fiji, Japan (3 groups - Aichi, Kansai and Tokyo), Samoa, Taiwan

Most events were held on 21st September, the United Nations International Day of Peace.

In Australia ten (10) members joined others in an interfaith service which PPSEAWA had initiated over five years ago. PPSEAWA Life Member Ms Kaylin Simpson Lee lit the Peace Candle with   representatives from fourteen (14) different religions participating, sharing readings and prayers for Peace. More than 200 people attended, including a boy’s choir from a local primary school. The peace bell was rung at midday. PPSEAWA members attended a Peace day celebration at the world Bahia centre in Sydney and also the Ministry of Peace display in the centre of Sydney when flags from about two hundred (200) nations were paraded.
In Fiji about fifty (50) people attended an event in the Peace Garden including ten (10) PPSEAWA members. For the past five years high school students, churches and some women’s organisations have been involved in Peace day activities. These activities at the present time are seen by the general public as mainly for women. Members from this group see a need to help other developing countries with resources to assist in spreading the PPSEAWA objectives of Peace and Understanding.
In Japan three Peace Day events were held on 16th, 21st and 25th September with a total of Fifty two (52) attending. Fifty (50) were PPSEAWA members with two (2) as invited guests at the Kansai event. Publicity was mainly through the membership network, group’s homepage and local Newspapers.
Personal experiences during World War 2 were shared, especially during air raid attacks at home and in neighbouring cities and villages  and messages from the Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were read ‘ “No one else should ever suffer as we did” Please note that the expression “no one” means everyone, including those who we normally label as enemies. It is the spirit of reconciliation and not of retaliation.’   Tadatoshi Akiba - Mayor of Hiroshima
“Nuclear weapons burn human beings to ashes at temperatures of many thousands of degrees. They generate ferocious blast waves that smash and shatter bone. They release radiation that damages each and every cell in a victim’s body. Today, 65 years after the atomic bombings, survivors still suffer from terrible illnesses caused by the after-effects of the bombs. Can we honestly say that we understand their endless suffering?” Toshihisa Taeu – Mayor of Nagasaki

Members discussed the effects of war and felt it was very important to hear of a member’s personal experiences during World War 2. They also invest their energy in trying to make a peaceful environment for children. The events on the International Day of Peace gave opportunities for members to realize the importance of world peace. It strengthened determination to empower women and cooperate with all PPSEAWA members for a peaceful world.
In Samoa ten (10) PPSEAWA members joined 160 other interested people on 21st September to celebrate the day which was well advertised through local TV, newspapers and media interviews. The program was attended by PPSEAWA’s patron, HH Masiofo Filifilia Tamasese and her husband the Head of State HH Tuiatua Tupua Tamasese Efi, the Acting Prime Minister Hon. Misa Telefoni and other dignitaries. Two unexpected results which gave members great joy were women expressing a desire to join the association and also some generous donations for the PPSEAWA Peace projects.

In Taiwan two events were held with 250 attending a conference on 2nd September co hosted by PPSEAWA and the Character Association and 120 attending on 21st September when three new members joined PPSEAWA. Twelve (12) PPSEAWA members were involved and two schools were willing to join the movement for promoting good character. The Peace Day program promotes the equality and unity of people in different races, age and gender. We call on everyone to treat each other with sincerity and love. Personal characters of honesty and the sense of honour directly influence relationships between people regardless of age, gender and race.

Those who read these Peace day experiences are invited individually to take time in our busy days to focus on the calm of personal peace.   Quietness, stillness, tranquillity, silence, harmony and serenity are just some of the ways with which we may experience personal peace. With personal peace comes the desire for peace throughout the world – the end of war, harmony, amity, freedom from strife, reconciliation. As we watch the television, and see so many scenes of destruction – man made or natural disasters, we must remain diligent in standing up for Peace.

International Prayer for Peace.

Lead us from darkness to light, from falsehood to truth;

Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust;

Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace;

Let peace fill our heart, our world and our universe.

Words adapted from the Upanishads and used by Mother Teresa in 1981 who urged people of all faiths to use the peace prayer daily at noon.
It is not too early to start planning activities for the UN International Day of Peace 2011. START NOW.
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